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Master Recycler News is a  
publication of the Lane County 
Master Recycler Program.

Master Recycler 
Quarterly Potluck 
Tuesday March 1
6 to 8:30pm  
The Glenwood classroom 
SHARE: Food and beverage 

TOPIC: Learn about sustainability 
measures at the Oregon Country Fair 
and ways you can be involved

Back to Basics
Commingled recycling is the way in which most local waste haulers 
collect recycling at the curb. Lane County Waste Management Division 
now collects commingled recycling at all rural transfer stations.

People sometimes say that recycling rules are always changing, however, 
plastic container types accepted for recycling by waste haulers and at 
transfer stations in Lane County have remained virtually unchanged 
since the advent of curbside recycling. What is changing is the increasing 
variety of plastic packaging styles on store shelves. What seems like a 
change for some folks may actually be a new understanding of recycling 
rules. Plastic caps, lids and pumps have never been accepted curbside or 
at transfer stations in our area. Residents have always been expected to 
clean out containers before recycling them.

Haulers and transfer stations are required by Oregon law to ensure 
materials they accepted for recycling do in fact go to a recycle processor 
and not in the trash. Therefore, haulers and transfer stations will only 
collect items that a recycle processor will accept. 

Our outreach as Master Recyclers at fairs, festivals and other events in 
2016 will focus on Commingled Recycling: Correct materials, correctly 
prepared. You will find commingled recycling tips throughout the 
newsletter. Please save this issue and refer to it often. 

Also see Rural Transfer station recycling poster here:
http://www.lanecounty.org/Departments/PW/WMD/Documents/ 
2015%20FALL%20Rural%20Poster%20with%20commingle.pdf

http://www.lanecounty.org/Departments/PW/WMD/Documents/2015%20FALL%20Rural%20Poster%20with%20commingle.pdf


Commingle Recycling Tips 

#1 Condition matters 
Recycling should be clean of food waste and empty of liquids. 
Concerned about water usage? Use dirty dishwater to clean 
recyclables. Not near a sink? Use your napkin to wipe out food 
containers.

#2 Is it larger than a tennis ball?  
A tennis ball is a tool you can use to help determine if a plastic 
container, wad of foil or drink carton is large enough to be 
successfully separated at a Commingle MRF. A tennis ball 
can also be used to remind not to crush containers placed in 
commingle recycling bins. 

#3 Shape matters
Do not flattened metal and plastic containers. Do not flatten 
milk cartons and soy milk containers. Flattened plastic and 
metal containers can end up as contaminants in paper and 
cardboard bales and therefore not recycled.

#4 Plastic container shapes are bottles, jars, 
jugs and tubs  
Examples include: plastic water, soda and shampoo bottles, 
plastic milk and detergent jugs, plastic mayonnaise and 
peanut butter jars, plastic yogurt and butter tubs. Not the lids 
and not the caps. Not blue plastic trays from mushrooms or 
plastic clamshells from take-away foods. Not clear boxes from 
organic baby spinach or plastic molded trays from Costco 
apples. 

#5 Cartons are accepted for recycling 
Aseptic TetraPak® soy and rice beverage cartons, gable top milk and juice 
cartons are accepted in commingled recycling at rural Lane County transfer 
stations. Rinse then drip dry cartons. Every recycle hauler in Lane County has 
a different instruction for this material. Check with your hauler to learn  
if cartons are accepted in your commingle bin.

#6 Commingle your cans and foil
Food and beverage cans, foil pans and foil are included in the mix. Loose caps, 
lids and scrap metal are not accepted for recycling in comingle.
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At BRING!
Saturday April 23, 11am - 3pm

Bicycles

Free Repairs, advice & referrals

To learn more visit: Repair2ReUse.org 
& 

Facebood/Repair2ReUseCafe
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More Commingle  
Recycling Tips  

#7 Clean, Uncoated  
Paper and boxes.

Newspaper, phone books, 
egg cartons, cereal boxes, 

magazines-yes!  
Pizza boxes, ice cream cartons, 

frozen food boxes-no!

#8 Recycle glass  
on the side 

Glass bottles and jars are 
recycled separately at the curb 

and at transfer stations. All 
colors and sizes of glass bottles 

and jars are accepted. 
No drink glasses. No baking 

dishes. Remove caps and lids.

Help BRING Celebrate 
Earth Day And Its  
45th Birthday
On April 22, 1970, our society 
changed – for the better. On the first 
Earth Day, 20 million of us stood up 
for the Earth, attending huge rallies 
in big cities and small towns across 
America to 
advocate for 
a sustainable 
environment 
and healthy 
communities. 
For many of us, 
every day truly 
is Earth Day; we 
work tirelessly 
to reduce waste, 
stop pollution, and limit our impact 
on our environment by reducing, 
reusing, recycling, and rethinking 
the way we do things. But we never 
forget the day it all started.

The celebration of Earth Day remains 
important to our community. For 
BRING, founded by volunteers 
inspired by the events of April 1970, 
Earth Day represents our birthday. 
For years, we enjoyed celebrating 
this important event with local 
residents, municipal agencies, and 
community groups at EWEB Plaza on 
the Saturday after April 22. While the 
plaza-based Earth Day has ended, 
BRING intends to keep the tradition 
of celebrating Earth Day strong for 
residents of Eugene and Springfield. 

On April 23, 2016, BRING is hosting 
its second annual Earth Day Birthday 
Party at the Planet Improvement 

Center. Last year, the Lane County 
Master Gardener Association, The 
Science Factory, NextStep Recycling, 
the Long Tom Watershed Council, 
Kudana Marimba, and Hot Mama’s 

Wings joined us 
for a fun-filled 
day of activities 
and workshops, 
information 
sharing, live 
music, and 
sustainable, 
locally sourced 
food. This year’s 
event will be 

even bigger.

We’re excited to host a 
Repair2Reuse Café for bicycles from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. in partnership 
with the Lane County Master 
Recycler Program. Master Recyclers 
are encouraged to attend the 
celebration and help educate 
partygoers about local recycling 
options, the importance of reusing 
valuable materials, and the need to 
reduce consumption. 

Individuals, nonprofit groups, 
sustainable businesses, and 
agencies interested in participating 
in this year’s Earth Day Birthday 
Party can contact Ephraim Payne, 
BRING’s Director of Development 
and Communications, at  
541-746-3020 ext. 310 or at 
ephraimp@bringrecycling.org.

1971 2016
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    What's Possible?
Recycled content is a growing interest of designers and manufacturers across 
all sectors, including the automotive industry. GM, for example, worked with a 
number of parts suppliers to have cardboard shipping containers made from 
a proprietary blend of wood pulp fibers. When those containers are emptied 
of their parts on GM's factory floors, the cardboard goes out for recycling and 
comes back as sound-deadening material that's used in the headliners of the 
Buick LaCrosse and Verano models. Ford uses recycled plastic water bottles in 
all seat fabric. Mercedes-Benz C-class uses recycled plastic in 52 components 
including wheel well liners, bumpers, air and water baffles. John Bradburn, 
GM's waste reduction manager, says the company boosts its revenue by more 
than $1 billion a year through recycling and reuse. Ford says that it saves more 
than $10 million a year in North America alone by using recycled materials in 
its vehicles. http://www.edmunds.com/   

Here are some examples of USA Companies using a high percentage  
of recycled content:

ARCHITECTURAL ACCENTS 
Established 2010 http://www.auroraglass.org/ makes recycled accent tiles, 
liner bars and drawer pulls from discarded window glass. Aurora Glass is a 
division of St Vincent de Paul Society of Lane County.

BUIDING MATERIALS
Established in 2008 Headquartered in Des Moines Iowa  
http://www.rewallsolutions.com/ building products made from  
100% recycled beverage cartons, cups and their components.

CLOTHING
Established in 2008 Headquartered in Hickory North Carolina 
http://www.dirtballfashion.com/ clothing made in USA from beverage  
containers and recycled cotton. 

DELI CONTAINERS
Established in 1969 Headquartered in Glens Falls, New York  
http://www.genpak.com/our-company/ in 2007 began manufacturing clear 
hinged deli containers using minimum 30% post-consumer recycled content.

TOILET TISSUE
Established in 1988 Headquartered in Burlington Vermont  
http://www.seventhgeneration.com/  laundry and bathroom products  
including 100% recycled toilet tissue. Their unbleached toilet tissue contains 
80% post-consumer recycled content. 

TOYS
  Established in 2007 Headquartered in Sausalito California  
       http://www.greentoys.com/ 100% recycled content toys made in the USA    
             packaged in 100% recyclable cardboard packaging.

More Commingle  
Recycling Tips  

#9 Plastic bags are recycled 
separately at stores and 
transfer stations
Acceptable plastic bags include: 
produce bags, grocery shopping 
bags, plastic wrap from cased goods, 
plastic wrappers from paper towels 
and toilet tissue. 
No plastic pouches. No plastic pet 
food sacks. No black garbage bags. 
www.plasticfilmrecycling.org/  
has great posters on this topic.  

#10 Practice responsible 
recycling-not wishful  
recycling
We all want more items to be 
recycled. Wishing does not make it 
so. Contact suppliers of the products 
you use and request recyclable 
packaging or a take-back program. 
Adjust purchasing and consumption 
habits in order to bring home fewer 
non-recyclable items and more 
items that use recycled content. 
Reuse non-recyclable packaging. 
Remember, waste haulers and 
transfer stations are the collectors of 
recycling, not the final destination. 
They cannot accept items that 
recycle processors will not accept 
from them.
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   Volunteer Opportunities
       
Covered Bridge Regatta in Lowell  — Saturday-Sunday April 16-17
To volunteer as an event recycler for the regatta contact:  
Master Recycler Jim Maxwell  jimaxwell1107@gmail.com, (541) 556-3964

Repair2ReUse Café at BRING — Saturday April 23 
To volunteer as a bike repairer or as a greeter for the café contact Kelly Bell,  
Kelly.bell@co.lane.or.us, (541) 682-2059. Master Recyclers who are avid bicycle 
riders are especially sought for this event.  
Repair2ReUse Café at BRING is from 11am to 3pm.

BRING’s Earth Day Birthday Celebration  — Saturday April 23
Master Recyclers have been invited to host an educational table on the topic 
of Commingled Recycling in the Garden of Earthly Delights from 11am to 3pm. 
Contact Kelly Bell, Kelly.bell@co.lane.or.us, (541) 682-2059.  

Master Gardener Plant Sale — Saturday April 30
Master Recyclers have been invited to host an educational table on the topic 
of Commingled Recycling during the annual plant sale to be held at the 
Lane Events Center Agricultural Pavilion from 9am to 3pm. Contact Kelly Bell, 
Kelly.bell@co.lane.or.us, (541) 682-2059 with your preference for morning or 
afternoon.  

Springfield Spring Clean Up — Saturday May 14 
To volunteer as a material handler for the clean-up contact Erik Baker, 
ebaker@springfield-or.gov, (541) 525-2658.  
The Springfield Spring Clean Up is from 8am to 4pm.
For information about this event visit: 
http://www.springfield-or.gov/dpw/SpringCleanup.htm

2016 marks the 28th annual Spring 
Cleanup for Springfield residents 
Our goal is to divert as much waste that residents of Springfield bring to the 
event away from the landfill as we can to our re-use partners or recycling. Last 
year, we collected 20,000 pounds of electronics, 17,000 pounds of metal, and 
41 propane tanks which were all recycled instead of ending up in the landfill. 
And that is just a short list of what was recovered at the event. 

We are always looking for Master Recyclers to help our general volunteers 
with deciding what can happen with certain materials. There are 
opportunities to serve in 2 hour increments, with the chance to earn up to 
8 hours of volunteer service! Food, drinks, T-shirts and safety supplies are 
provided! Just bring boots and a smile! If you’re interested please call Erik 
Baker at (541) 525-2658 or e-mail ebaker@springfield-or.gov with a shirt size 
and the times you are able to work. Thank you very much!

Would you like to have 
Lane County recycling 

information at your 
fingertips?

 
There’s an app for that!

Download the iRecycle app from 

iTunes or Google Play.  

Sanipac’s app is also available on 

iTunes or Google Play.



Lane County Public Works 
Waste management Division
3100 E 17th Ave. Eugene, Or 97403

Save the Date!    Master Recycler Quarterly Potluck 

 

WHO Amy Hand with Oregon Country Fair Recycle Crew and Kirk Giudici with the Bubbles Dish Project
WHAT Learn about sustainability measures at the Oregon Country Fair and ways you can be involved
WHY Oregon Country Fair has been a local leader in event recycling for many years.
RSVP to Kelly Bell or sign-up on the Google Doc at: http://tinyurl.com/MasterRecyclerQuarterlyPotluck 

Tuesday March 1,  6 to 8:30pm 
In the Glenwood Master Recycler classroom 
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Master Recyclers reported more than 3000 
hours and over 8000 contacts in 2015.  

Salute! 
It’s not too late to report for 2015. Please include date, number 
of hours, description of activity and number of contacts,  
if applicable.


